FEJS events '21 - yea or nay?
Help us plan this year by ﬁlling out this quick questionnaire!

Click Here

Here's a tip!
ONLINE SUMMER SCHOOL
Title: Disruptive Narratives - Re-Constructing the Truth in the Age of Multimodal
Propaganda
Date: 21 - 25 June 2021
Application deadline: 22 March 2021

Apply Here

What's the pandemic
like in...

(and it's crazy rules)

The
Netherlands
In the Netherlands, the COVID
measurements didn’t really change over
the last few months. We did go in and out
of full lockdown, now we are again in one
and the rule to wear a face mask inside of
public spaces was added a little while
ago. But that’s nothing extreme or new to
you. We are actually very late with that
compared to most other countries. And
we don’t have very weird or crazy
restrictions, but I do have a funny story
according to COVID in the Netherlands.
It goes a bit back in time but when in
October travel restrictions were
sharpened and we were all asked to limit
our travels as much as possible, also
within our own country, our King and his
family were spotted in Greece. Where
they went to enjoy their autumn break.
When the media started to report about
this they decided to return home and later
also publicly apologized with a video in
which he and queen Maxima sat on a
little couch like two children that felt bad
about getting caught. Their story was that
even though their trip was within the lines
of the travel-restrictions at that time, it
was irresponsible of them to go. Well,
yeah. Maybe a little.

Slovenia
Slovenia accepted a law that says you
have to wear a mask outside at all times
(this law is no longer in use, now you
don't have to wear it, if you have at least
two meters distance). This is a
bicycle food delivery worker who took his
break at work and wanted to eat a quick
snack. Because he took off his mask, he
got ﬁned. A few weeks earlier a family of
four got ﬁned as well as they were eating
a croissant in public during their walk.
The croissant cost them 800 euros. The
government later forbid eating and
drinking in public places.
Until the 15th of January you were also
not allowed to meet with anyone outside
your household, and couldn't leave your
municipality. Except on Christmas or New
Year's - when the government decided
Slovenians can visit one other household
(max. 6 people not counting children) in
other regions as well. But you had to start
your trip back home quite early, because
the "police hour", starting at 21.00 and
lasting till 6.00, was still intact.

Germany
We're still in the middle of a lockdown, which means that only supermarkets, all things
medical, post ofﬁces and such are open and everything else is closed. Right now,
you're allowed to meet with one other member outside of your own household. That
means that I can go visit my parents, but theoretically only one of them could visit me.
They just decided that hairdressers will be allowed to open their shops soon.
Apparently, they have a good lobby or the second most important thing to Germans,
besides toilet paper, is a proper haircut. Tattoo artists are now protesting. They argue
that they could work under the same set of rules that hairdressers got. Kinda true.

Belgium

Poland

Belgium made up a ‘law’ during the
second lockdown that people could
gather in a group of 4 at home. Curfew
still is midnight to 6 in the morning. In
December, some close friends of mine
were with 6 (again, 4 were allowed) at
someone’s place at home, just all
recovered from the virus, after a walk in
separate small groups during the day.
Around 3 am police had a complaint from
one of the neighbors saying that they
were breaking the rules. Police suddenly
came into the apartment and wrote down
names and sent them home during the
curfew. What would happen if other
agents would stop them? “Their fault,
because they were already breaking the
law now.”

At the end of November, the Polish prime
minister announced that the winter
holidays for all school kids will be held
between January 4th and 17th (usually
the brake is divided into three two-weeks
rounds). Shortly after this statement, the
government published the regulations on
winter recreation as well as the
restrictions resulting from the countrywide lockdown (the hotels, the
restaurants and the ski slopes are closed
even in the winter resorts). One of the
most controversial articles said that
children and adolescents under 16 years
of age cannot leave the home without a
guardian on weekdays until 4 p.m.

A month later the 6 men had to go to
court to defend themselves. The judge
said she “hoped they would get a record”
and that they “are model citizens, who are
not allowed to make mistakes”.
Meanwhile, police discovers parties of
more than 30 people, but only arrest 3
and they only got a ﬁne. There is zero
consistency in the rules. In the meantime,
you can only invite one person at home
and we have drones ﬂying above
‘crowded’ places in the city center of
Antwerp to make sure people are not
standing too close to each other.

Fortunately, after the intervention of many
parents and experts, the government
deregulated this regulation called ‘home
prison’. Two days after the holidays
started, media reported about the former
deputy prime minister, who used the ski
slopes with her relatives despite these
ofﬁcial limitations. This is not the ﬁrst
example of the violation of the
prohibitions by the authorities who
created them.
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